
      

                       

Acts 26:1-3 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” 
 
So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: “King Agrippa, I consider myself for-
tunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 
and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controver-
sies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently. 
 
 
Acts 26:12-18 New International Version (NIV) 
 
“On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the 
chief priests. About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, bright-
er than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard 
a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick 
against the goads.’ 
 
“Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ 
 
“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. 
I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and 
will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you 
to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sancti-
fied by faith in me.’ 
 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:11 New International Version (NIV) 
 
The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given 
by one shepherd. 
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Ezekiel 2:1-5 New International Version (NIV) 
 
He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” As he spoke, the 
Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 
 
He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled 
against me; they and their ancestors have been in revolt against me to this very day. The peo-
ple to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sov-
ereign Lord says.’ And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious people—they 
will know that a prophet has been among them. 
 
 
Acts 26:19-24 New International Version (NIV) 
 
“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in Da-
mascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that 
they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. That is 
why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me to 
this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond 
what the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah would suffer and, as the 
first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gen-
tiles.” 
 
At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. 
“Your great learning is driving you insane.” 
 
 
Acts 26:25-26 New International Version (NIV) 
 
“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable. 
The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of 
this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 
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