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Acts 15:1-5 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless 
you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” This 
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas 
were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apos-
tles and elders about this question. The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled 
through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news 
made all the believers very glad. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through 
them. 
 
Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, 
“The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”

Acts 15:19-22 New International Version (NIV) 
 
“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are 
turning to God. Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by 
idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. For the law 
of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues 
on every Sabbath.” 
 
Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own 
men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) 
and Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 
 
 
Elder Candidates  
Please join us in praying for our 3 elder candidates.   
- Ron Liddle 
- Michael Kane 
- Gary Hopkins 
 
It’s important to note that the Bible does not provide a specific template for the exact right way 
to do governance for a local church.  However, the Bible is very specific about the character of 
those who serve as church leaders.  The Bible is clear that their big picture role is to “prepare 
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God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ grows to maturity” (Ephesians 
4:12).  Beyond that, the Bible says very little about structure, policies, titles, organizational 
charts, parking places or building campaigns.   
 
These are men whom we feel exemplify the types of character traits that Paul described in 1 
Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:1-9 

Questions 
Use these questions to guide your group discussions this week: 
 
1. Thinking back to when you first came to trust Jesus, did others around you make it easier or 
harder?   
 
 
2. Have you ever been guilty of adding on extra requirements or steps for people to do in or-
der for them to be ready to “be a Christian”? 
 
 
3. As you read through Acts 15 who do you identify with the most?  Would you say you think 
like them, act like them or both? 
 
 
4. Do you think God is leading you to change your approach with new or young believers? 
 
 
5. What do you wish someone would have said to you when you first became a Christian?

 
 
 


