
     

                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without                                                          you wont make it as a disciple. 
 
    Your perseverance grows stronger when: 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 129 New Living Translation 
From my earliest youth my enemies have persecuted me. 
    Let all Israel repeat this: 
From my earliest youth my enemies have persecuted me, 
    but they have never defeated me. 
My back is covered with cuts, 
    as if a farmer had plowed long furrows. 
But the Lord is good; 
    he has cut me free from the ropes of the ungodly. 
May all who hate Jerusalem 
    be turned back in shameful defeat. 
May they be as useless as grass on a rooftop, 
    turning yellow when only half grown, 
ignored by the harvester, 
    despised by the binder. 
And may those who pass by 
    refuse to give them this blessing: 
“The Lord bless you; 
    we bless you in the Lord’s name.” 
2 Corinthians 11:23-29  New Living Translation 
Are they servants of Christ? I know I sound like a madman, but I have served him far more! 
I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been whipped times without number, 
and faced death again and again. Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine 
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lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. 
Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. I have traveled on many long journeys. I 
have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the 
Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the 
seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not. I have worked 
hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often 
gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm. 
Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of my concern for all the churches. Who is weak 
without my feeling that weakness? Who is led astray, and I do not burn with anger? 
 
Philippians 3:13-14  New Living Translation 
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting 
the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and 
receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
 
Mark 4:1-9  New Living Translation 
Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered around 
him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people remained on the shore. 
He taught them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. As he scattered it across his field, some of the 
seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. Other seed fell on shallow soil with un-
derlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. But the plant soon wilt-
ed under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. Other seed fell among thorns 
that grew up and choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain. Still other seeds fell 
on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!” Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should 
listen and understand.” 
 
Mark 4:13-20  New Living Translation 
Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 
The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Sa-
tan come at once and take it away. The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the 
message and immediately receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t 
last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s 
word. The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, but all too 
quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire 
for other things, so no fruit is produced. And the seed that fell on good soil represents those 
who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
times as much as had been planted!” 
 
 
Good soil is  developed by               and          Gods Word. 
 
Accept = Paradechomai: 
Receive.  To take upon one’s self.  To admit.  Not reject 
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